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DISCIPLE

l:o”owing Jesus’ Call

A disciple is a “follower,” someone who adheres completely to
the teachings of another, making them his rule of life and con-
duct.

The Pharisees prided themselves in being disciples of Moses
(John 9:28). Jesus’ followers were called “disciples” long before
they were ever called “Christians.” Their discipleship began
with Jesus’ call and required them to exercise their will to fol-
low Him (Matthew 9:9).

Jesus was quite explicit about the cost of following Him. Disci-
pleship requires a totally committed life:

“Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be
my disciple” (Luke 14:33).

Sacrifice is expected: “Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me’” (Matthew 16:24).

Not all of Jesus’ followers were able to make such a commit-
ment. There were many who left Jesus after a while. “From this
time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed
him” (John 6:66).

Biblically speaking, a Christian is a disciple of Christ. A Christian
is someone who has placed his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
(John 1:12). A Christian has been born again by the power of
the Holy Spirit (John 3:3). A Christian “belongs to Christ” and is
daily bei)ng transformed into the likeness of Christ (2 Corinthi-
ans 3:18).

A true Christian (and not one in name only) will have to be a
disciple of Christ as well. That is, he has counted the cost and
has totally committed his life to following Jesus. He accepts the
call to sacrifice and follows wherever the Lord leads. The Chris-
tian disciple completely adheres to the teaching of Jesus, makes
Christ his number-one priority, and lives accordingly. He is ac-
tively involved in making other Christian disciples (Matthew
28:19-20).

A true Christian disciple is a believer in Christ and possesses
new life through the indwelling Holy Spirit. Because he loves
Christ, a Christian will also be an obedient disciple (John 14:15).
Paul describes the reality of being a Christian disciple: “I have
been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in
me.
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One Church with Multiple Locations

Aaron Douglas Pastor 660.646.8760
Micah Douglas Pastor 660.247.0765
Morgan Saunders Youth Pastor 660.815.5373
Jenny Gordon Worship Leader  660.542.4051
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